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COSHAC ITEM 2(A), & 2(A) Sub. 
October 12, 2005 
 

LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 
 
ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE ELECTRONIC CONTROL DEVICES. 

Commissioners Dr. Barbara Carey-Shuler, Sally Heyman,  
Barbara J. Jordan, Dorrin Rolle and Katy Sorenson 

 
I. SUMMARY 
 
This ordinance creates within Chapter 21, Article III of the County Code, a division 
which deals specifically with Electronic Control Devices. The changes in the County 
Code would: 

 Establish a mandatory five-day waiting period for those wishing to purchase 
Electronic Control Devices. 

 Require a background check of those wishing to purchase such devices. 
 Require potential buyers to attend a training course offered by the 

manufacturer or certified trainer before purchasing the device. 
 Make it illegal for convicted felons to purchase or possess these devices. 
 Make it illegal to sale these devices to anyone less than 18 years of age. 

  
II. PRESENT SITUATION 
 
Electronic control devices, or stun guns, are being purchased and used by law 
enforcement and police departments across the country.  However, the leading 
manufacturer of these devices has recently begun marketing to civilians.   
 
In July 2005, Taser International, which has a dominate share of the stun gun market, 
chose Miami to launch its new marketing campaign to civilians.  While the devices are 
banned in eight states, Florida has no law barring their sale to civilians and no state law 
exists for background checks or waiting periods for those wishing to purchase these 
devices.  In August 2005, the City of Sweetwater passed a resolution requiring 
background checks before citizens could be purchase the devices (see attachment).  
 
Many police officials have expressed concern that these devices could be used in the 
commission of crimes. 
 
Taser International estimates that 100,000 of the devices have already been sold to 
civilians nation-wide. The models run from $400 - $1,000, and are billed as being as 
powerful as the devices that police carry.  In civilian models the dart-tipped wires, which 
deliver the debilitating electronic pulses, are only 15-feet long. In police-issue devices, 
the wires are 25 feet long. 
 
Florida statute 790.23 (1) bars felons from possessing electronic devices or weapons in 
the state of Florida. 
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While numerous bills were proposed during the last state legislative session that would 
limit the use or sale of these devices, all of those measures died before the close of the 
legislative session. 
 
 
 
III. POLICY CHANGE AND IMPLICATION 
 
This ordinance would add Division 3 to Article III of Chapter 21 of the Code of Miami-
Dade County relating to the sale, purchase and possession of Electronic Control Devices. 
  

 Sec. 21-20.21 creates a five (5) day waiting period on the sale of the electronic 
control devices. It requires criminal background checks on the purchasers of 
these devices, and gives law enforcement officers the authority to enforce the 
provisions of this section. Holders of a concealed weapons permit, certified 
officers and correctional probation officers are exempt from this provision. 

 Sec. 21-20.22 requires purchasers of these devices to obtain training from the 
manufacturer of the devices or from a certified trainer prior to buying the 
device. 

 Sec. 21-20.23 sets the legal age of purchasing said devices at 18, and bars 
convicted felons or those under the influence from purchasing these devices. 

 Sec. 21-20.24 makes it illegal to possess or purchase these devices unless the 
person has met requirements of this section of the Code. Felons are also 
barred from possessing these devices. 

 The Penalty for violating this section of the Code is up to $500 and/or up to 
60 days imprisonment in County jail. 

 
 
IV. ECONOMIC IMPACT 
 
This would have no economic impact on Miami-Dade County. 
 
V. COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS 
 
Attachments: 
“Taser Pushes Its Stun Guns for Public,” Miami Herald, July 24, 2005. 
“Officials Want to Lobby State for Taser Regulation,” Miami Herald, August 4, 2005. 
“Stun Gun Used in Home Invasion,” Miami Herald, August 2, 2005,  
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LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS 
 
RESOLUTION URGING THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE TO REQUIRE NURSING 
HOMES AND ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES TO SEARCH THE SEXUAL OFFENDER 
AND SEXUAL PREDATOR REGISTRIES AND REQUIRE CRIMINAL BACKGROUND 
CHECKS PRIOR TO ADMITTING NEW RESIDENTS; URGING THE FLORIDA 
LEGISLATURE TO ESTABLISH CRITERIA FOR REJECTING PROSPECTIVE 
RESIDENTS DUE TO CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS 

Commissioner Rebeca Sosa 
 

I. SUMMARY 
 
This Resolution 

1. urges the Florida Legislature to introduce legislation requiring new residents 
of nursing homes and assisted living facilities in the state of Florida to 
undergo background checks before admission; 

2.  urges the Florida Legislature to introduce legislation establishing procedures 
for denying an applicant’s admittance to nursing homes or assisted living 
facilities based on a criminal conviction; 

3. directs the County’s state lobbyist to advocate for such legislation and the 
Office of Intergovernmental Affairs to include item in the 2006 legislative 
package; and 

4. directs the Clerk of the Board to transmit certified copy of this resolution to 
the chair and members of the Miami-Dade County Legislative Delegation.   

 
II. PRESENT SITUATION 
 
Currently, state law requires sexual offenders and sexual predators to register with the 
Florida Department of Law Enforcement and provide their living address; however, there 
is no legislation that deals specifically with sexual offenders or predators in nursing 
homes or assisted living facilities.  
 
In a recent national study, Florida is listed as having a total of 58 registered sex offenders 
residing in nursing homes, ranking them as number 5 among states with registered sex 
offenders (Predators in America’s Nursing Homes, A Perfect Cause, 2005).   

 
 
III. POLICY CHANGE AND IMPLICATION 
 
The purpose of this resolution is to communicate to Florida legislature the concerns of 
Miami-Dade County and to direct County staff to coordinate lobbying efforts in hopes 
that legislation will be enacted to protect one of society’s most vulnerable groups, 
individuals residing in nursing homes and assisted living facilities.  

 
IV. ECONOMIC IMPACT 
 
None. 
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V. COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS 
 
During the 2005 Florida Legislative Session, Senator Durell Peaden sponsored SB 524 
requiring nursing homes and assisted living facilities to search sexual predator and sexual 
offender registries before admitting new residents.  SB 524 died at committee level and 
as of this date no similar bill has been introduced.  



COSHAC ITEM 3(A) 
October 12, 2005 
 

LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 
 
RESOLUTION FOR AN INTER-LOCAL AGREEMENT WITH MIAMI-DADE COUNTY 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

Corrections and Rehabilitation Department 
 

I. SUMMARY 
 
This item approves an inter-local agreement with Miami-Dade County Public 
Schools/Lindsey Hopkins Technical Educational Center (MDCPS/LHTEC) to provide 
academic educational courses to inmates incarcerated in the Miami-Dade Corrections and 
Rehabilitation Department facilities for the 2005-2006 academic year. MDCPS/LHTEC 
will also provide career and technical training courses for a maximum of 375 contact 
hours per course, per trimester. The cost for the career/technical training is not to exceed 
$400,000. 
 
II. PRESENT SITUATION 
 
Currently, inmates detained in Miami-Dade County correctional facilities can make use 
of various services provided by MDCPS/LHTEC, including studying Adult Basic 
Education, English for speakers of other languages, General Education Development 
(GED) preparation, and a slate of vocational training courses detailed in the Manager’s 
Memo. 
 
III. POLICY CHANGE AND IMPLICATION 
 
This item renews a standard agreement with the MDCPS and will expire on September 
30, 2006. 
 
IV. ECONOMIC IMPACT 
 
The amount of tuition payment for the year will not exceed $400,000. These funds will 
come from the Inmate Welfare Fund. 
 
V. COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS 
 
None. 
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